A Dream Into Reality
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Introducing Mumbai - Marine Drive




Gateway of India




Victoria Terminus
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Art Deco Buildings




Mumbai Fort Area
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Mumbai's Office goers




Streets of Mumbai
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Mumbai, a city on water

437 sqg. km. area having about 14 million population




Mumbai, Seven Islands
As it was in 1660 AD
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Mumbai's Waterfronts

A

WESTERN WATERFRONT
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Abuse & Misuse of the Waterfronts

IF YOU want a house facing the sea in
a prime area; rush to Carter Road,
- ‘Bandra. Thousands of slumdwellers
are scampering to mark their plots
.with stones: and white tape wound
around four sticks stuck in the seabed.
These houses do not come cheap, at a
Jimit of Rs 1 lakh on reclamation, but

the plot costs nothing.—

\"hl—c_pfﬁn_c mass-scale encroach-
ment is on the entire stretch starting
| about the office of the assistant com-
missioner of police, north west zone,
Rakesh Maria, till the fishermen's
colony at Khar Danda. There are

approximately 5,000 plots to grab and
they are selling like hot cakes.

On questioning, the slumdwellers
allege that member of Parliament
Sunil Dutt has given them permission
to build their hutments, Dutt is cur-
rently in the US and could not be con-
tacted.

Throughout the day, especially at
low tide, people are scen walking far
into the sea 1o demarcate plots for
their future huts.

Even the fear of the hut getting
washed away by the sea does not deter
them. “We will make a high founda-
tion made of debris from construction
sites all over the city. Then the hut will
not get washed away.” said a yellow-
sarce-clad woman wheceling and deal-
ing with a man on the sandy scabed.

When asked what she was doing,
the resident of the nearby Chuim fish-
ing village replied, “*Ghar ke liye nis-

han rakhne gaie thi. Kholi banani hai (1

had gone to demarcate the boundaries
ouse).”

nderstandably,
Carter Road are panicked. *We have
been trying to get the Brihanmumbai

i Municipal Corporation (BMC) to give
. us No Objection Certificates to take
over the development ‘and mainte-
nance of the promenade and beautifi-
cation of Carter Road. Funds'for the
project have been released by Rajya
Sabha member Shabana Azmi,” said
one person. While the Collector has

residents of .
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released Azmi's funds to MHADA
who" is”executing the work, noted
architect P'K Das has designed the
beautification of the 1.6 km long
stretch.

Ten years ago BMC started du
ing Gebs on CArer Road fo consinue

a promenade like the one at Marine
Drive and Worli Seaface. Residents
thenopposed the project and the mat-
ter wen! ‘dfobxﬁ'f%ﬁe the latter lost

. In the meanwhile BMC shift-
d the funds allotted for the prome-
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T)‘he encroached land on the seacoast near Carter Road, Bandra (West,
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nade elsewhere and thchalfm%get- ered this space.
ed walkway remained. " %" " “If not for delay from the BMC’s
~ The Bandra West 'Residents red fape we would had got-an NOC
Association (BW the p carlier, the promenade would have
{ Rs 30 lakh from been réady and our security guards

t 20

Azmi. But thisis not enough and to get
private sponsors the association need
a Memorandum' of Understanding
(MOU) and a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) from the BMC.

The project file has been passing from
OTE GTfCe 10 arother for the paghyear
and now, slum-dwellers have discov-

would have been in place,” says a
member of BWRA.

Maria has assured the residents
that he will ensure that slums do not
come up. “There is no chance that it
,E@gp%;mpasmyq(g@isﬁghnhere,"v

5 -/eye view from a sky-
ter Road reveals that
reseafrontis dotted with
t:uﬂd ‘by stones. When
- stallers. Lo want
dwelle vealed that
0. “Some have
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7| walled huts#nd then sell them, * said a. -
man busy putﬁn?se%:%f»imo thrg,sea. _sites are. demarcating plots because
%—mvw/:-non,heen;;mey have<heard some rumour that
spared; white ta

Nagar slum near Khar Danda is busy
taking a plot for her daughter.
“Getting a plot and then building a~
house is hard work and ¢xpensive. Just
the reclamation will cost Rs one Jakh.
But it is better construct on your-own
as a%enls ngfldu you," she said.

h¢e BWR meanwhile |, has
sprung into action and is planning to
hire private security guards to protect
the area, a move which will cost them
Rs 35,000 per month. 83

“We have no choice. After knock-
ing on BMC doors for months, we
realise that authorities are of no help.”
said a resident,

DMC, Encroachments, S § Shinde
said, *On last Saturday some people
were arrested. Yesterday I myself
went ta.the spot to investigate, We
expect police to stop: then. I think
labourers from nearby construction

government is
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‘Mayor gets a glimpse of brazen
outing of norms by builders

By Vidyadhar Date
The Times of India News Service
UMBALI: Mayor Vishakha Raut got a glimpse of the bra-
en flouting of norms by builders in the construction of
igh-rise buildings in the Bandra Band Stand area in
umbai during her visit to the seafront on Sunday.
The issue was not on the agenda as she was invited by
e Bandra Band Stand Residents Association to inaugu-
te the beautification programme of the sea front. How-
ver, as she walked from the Fr Agnel Ashram, the venue
f.the meeting, to the sea front, local citizens complai-
ned to her about the havoc created by builders without
any check from the civic authorities in the area.

. Ms Raut strongly criticised the rampant corruption in
certain municipal departments. Some employees were
serving the interests of builders and others rather than
tre civic body or the citizens, she said.

| “Three years ago the Taj Mahal hotel wrote to the ward
officer in the area making an offer to beautify the area

round the hotel. The ward officer did not care to re-
spond for three years. This is what is happening,” the
rfayor said.

. Ms Raut told the Bandra association that next time she
would pay a surprise visit along with additional munici-

al commissioner Ratnakar Gaikwad to see the progress

f the beautification work. “I will tell you a day in ad-
vance but don't inform the local ward office,” she said.

| She said the Versova beach was now cleaner than Juhu
beach because of the civic programme of cleanliness
which was supported by local citizens. Sponsors sup-
porting the beautification drive in the Band Stand area
would be allowed to put up advertisements, she said.

- None of the concerned civic officials was present dur-
ifxg the Mayor's visit on Sunday though they had been in-

ted, association sources pointed out.

Local residents also complained against the hazards

d by a multi-storeyed luxury hotel coming up at

nd’s End and the Sea Rock hotel, which is closed since

e bomb blast of 1993. When both the hotels start func-

oning and the already intolerable road traffic worsens,

more people will be seriously injured. Two months ago a

housewife Phyllis Rodrigues suffered a serious head in-
jury when knocked down by a speeding car.

The Band Stand beautification programme includes
cleaning of the coastline and creation of greenery on the
seafront, reusing of debris dumped on the seaside to cre-
ate tracks for walking, jogging and cycling and creation
of natural sand beds, ideal as children’s playing areas.
The project is designed by noted architect P.K. Das.

1t is also proposed to provide access to the sea at var-
ious places using the existing boulders to form natural
steps, demarcate public facilities which would confine
hawkers and food stalls to control throwing of garbage,
afforestation of Land’s End hill and daily monitoring and
maintenance of the site with the support of the BMC.

Ms Raut's attention to the growing problems of the
Bandra Reclamation was also drawn by Mr N.D. Danda-
vate, a retired deputy secretary and Mr R.D. Ranadive, a
retired chief electoral officer of the Maharashtra govern-
ment. The Anand Dham organisation in the area has pro-
posed to the government to convert the large plot of Ma-
harashtra housing and area development authority into a
zone like the Vrindavan garden. Local citizens feel that
the plot ought to be used for public benefit before it is
grabbed by anti-social builders.

This area too, is facing serious traffic hazards and citi-
zens are surprised that the traffic police do not in any
way intervene when gigantic structures generating hea-
vy vehicular traffic and car parking come up.

The Lilavati hospital is already causing a severe strain
and when two major educational institutions, controlled
by Congress politicians Chhagan Bhujbal and Vilas
Deshmukh become fully operational the problem will
become more serious. The civic body does not even
meet its basic obligation of providing a footpath to the
citizens, local residents point out.

Mr Amar Peswani, a civil engineer living at Band
Stand, said some of the towering buildings coming up in
the area flouted basic norms and did not even allow
space enough for the fire brigade to enter the area . They
were built right up to the edge of the road. Sources said
the civic body should have acquired land in the area to .
widen the road. Now, the road will be intolerably con- .
gested.

Mr Ghanashyam Kalsekar, a lawyer whose family is liv-
ing in Bandra for generations, was among the first to file
a public litigation in the country
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- Callous citizens, v
negllgent government

1 e S e v a t i o n
In lhc.wcandpmon bai's on the shores will continue to be discharged without
tivist PK. Dauaﬂunbou:howthnimanan i.rgalngﬁom treatment. There is no immediate plan for comprehen-
badwmm. sive networking of the sewerage system and implemen-
cent of the city’s n lives tation of the nhmmnpnnummw?gxamce
ummeondldouw arelatively from sewerage. Allo.iﬂthaﬂnephnworh,mm
mllnpnentlmmtoambmntinhhm waterdmmgenWorhwuleonﬂnuqreleulng

of all amenities and services. Thus apathy and detach-  an equal amount of waste on the shores.
ment. This has contributed immensely to rapid deteri- Proposals for flyovers and roads along the west
oration of pnhhc spaces — they are either owned or coast without any plan for simultaneous development
else not cared for. waterfronts is another example of government's de-
Mugjnnlluﬁon of ‘Kolis' — fisher folk communi-  tachment from sensitive environmental and social con-
ties who have been living for several years on water- cerns.
fronts — is also an example of growing sense of de- Finally, the reluctance on part of the authorities to
tachments. Koli villages have been reduced to debate and disseminate information to the public
slum-like situations where even basic amenities are about major proposals for development of open spaces
not provided. Instead, there has been continuous ef- and waterfronts, reflects an authoritarian, feudal and
forts to demolish and evict them, whether in Cuffe Pa-  undemocratic attitude. In the case of the Marine-out-
rade, Bandra, Juhu or Versova. The threat to theirex-  fall, the BMC had promised to constitute a public com-
istence is also a result of uuyumleﬂc constructions  mittee to monitor the implementation of the pro-
around their settlements. The Bhandarkar move- gramme. The public address was probably a clever

thel(oli-ﬂ;buhmimpomntm.— ‘move to calm down any before the
ts and environmental p was ived from the Ministry of the Environment.
, environmentalists — even though  Since the apptoval has been received, the authorities
for forests, hillsandwa-  have forgotten their promise.
humm rights and housing. In

Pﬂr“ﬁ':emﬂlio . Iehave ’ U bl Yld“e tolncko;
bt moves e ;. SAVE MUMBAI 8 ool o o

ronmentalists o ; mg vironmental degradation, vital
courts, which if i ; n open spaces in the city and the wa-
petiﬁm, there terfronts are being coroded and
! ] made inaccessible to public. This

= MU adversely affects the social, cul-

M tural and environmental condi-

3 f - nonsofdwmqoﬂtyoﬁhepapu—
tection of the slums. As a result, JUMY lation.  Therefore,
progressive groups have moved . . intervenﬁommrequiredmm-
apart on matters that require an store and develop our waterfronts
htelntedandnniﬁndmw; and public-spaces. These inter-
Protection of the forest is im- : vennonnumnthe following ac-
portant but its clearance pro-
gramme must include plans for - P K Das: Architect/activist IDeclmﬂwmrﬁontsucon—

rehabilitation. lemuoll: :‘l:ln mdevel zone. A
comprel lopment pol-
enforced by a growing religious waterfronts icy for the waterfronts be formu-

and communal fervour, leading to ter-  lated and no major construction be allowed.
ritorial control, whereby spaces are divided. This is Thy primarily considered as
publicly exbibiledintemplelorcmuelorm:jdxdlll: public ope:e?wel and not allowed for any restricted
—and rel te elopments.'l'heummtremainthecol-
muﬂ.mm The most prominent of these activities 1@'?enuemmeeitymd-umpeopne
hubeentheOanpaummenwn Mahim beach is of- M Surveys must be carried out to record all existing ac-
san enuouch n by several Muslim festivals and tivities and occupations.
event takes place on Dadar beach - M Government should take lead in constituting peo-
dummAmbedkuJayann, at‘estmlofthnNeo-Bud- ple'lfommsmvmoupamoftheaty These forums
G path; nly realised in individual and pmi;:E m;m::re m‘m King
mwmgn y is not o in s gnmmes te making
lndgroupsbutuullodeep—rootedinthemitudeoﬁhe proceu.Ahoclmpummuﬂbeurmdoutduem
go Indiscri andsupporting  nating inf i ibli and to encour-
and nurturing anti-socials for encroaching upon open age peoples pamenpauon.
spaces are some examples. Construction of BMC’s Adequmnwmge, sanitation and disposal
sewerage treatment plants by reclaiming large must be imp d. Also it is important to
of Bandra beach has completely damaged Mahim wa-  install proper lighting in public spaces for security.
terfronts. The corporation has not found it necessary to - M Traffic movement to and around these areas must be
conduct a survey to identify alternatives where such remwedudadequate parkmg and adequate public
pxwemuouldbebninwuhwtdamnm i
ment. Several questions. No replies. L] Llndmpmg that includes, horticulture, pavings,
During one such discussion, the Additional Munici- edge walls and erosion protection, lighting, conve-
pal Commissioner in-charge pointed out that they are  niences such as drinking water, toilets and phones must
concerned about environmental aspects in all such pro-  be developed along the waterfronts.
jécts and therefore are carrying out tree plantation ~#To declare Koli settl asp dareasand to
lmmd the treatment plants. &rzu and eany out conservation and development
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Objectives of the Movement

* Need for city planning and Urban development to respond to
and integrate natural and environmental conditions.

* Preservation of natural resources.

» Conservation of our coastline.

* Protection of public assets.

* Collective control and democratization of public space

* Social and Cultural identity and neighbourhood development.
« Citizen's patrticipation in city governance.

* Promoting partnership's between the public, the government
and private enterprises.

* Promoting a comprehensive and all inclusive planning and
design process with citizens' participation.

* Cost-effective technology , economy of material use and
construction.

* Declare fishing villages as special planning zone.

* Undertake slums redevelopment of existing slums along the
coastline.



Reclaiming Public Space - Western Waterfront




Reclaiming Public Space - Bandra Waterfront

CARTER ROAD

CARTER ROAD

SHERLY (XELALIM)

RAJAN (RAJANA)
MANGROVES

PALI (PALLE)

KANTWADI (CANTAVRI)

CHIMBAI (COLARIO DE IGREJA)

BANDSTAND
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BANDRA BANDSTAND

LAND'S END A
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LANDS-END

BANDRA - WORLI SEA LINK
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BANDRA WATERFRONT

'‘RECLAIMING PUBLIC SPACE ' : A MOVEMENT FOR PROTECTION AND RESTORATION OF MUMBAI'S WATERFRONT
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Bandra residentis stop

Rajan Chaughule

Kaniza Lokhandwala

THIS is one instance when the
authorities responded to the
initiative taken by residents and
demolished an illegal building
on the coastline.

On Saturday morning, a
builder brought some labourers
along and lay the foundation for
a building on the coastline
adjacent to Chimbai Road in
Bandra West. However, E
Pereira, landlady of the Belle
Vue building adjacent to which
the construction was going on,
along with other residents of
Chimbai Road, raised a hue and
cry. The builder threatened them
with dire consequences if they
called the police. But
undeterred, the residents called
Rakesh Maria, additional
commissioner of police (north
west), who immediately sent a
police squad and demolished
the construction.

The residents then lodged a
formal complaint with the
suburban collector since the
lan': comes under his
jurisdiction.

Said Pereira, “The collector
denied giving permission for
construction of the building. The
collector’s office has given
pautis (receipts) only to
fishermen to use the coastline
for'drying fish and fishing nets.
But the builder has exploited the
fishermen and taken the pautis
from them. On the basis of
these, they now claim that they
have the right to carry out
construction activity.”

While bamboo poles and
broken nets can still be seen
lying on the plot of land next to
Belle Vue, the residents
explained that the place is no
longer frequented by fishermen.
They complained that the BMC
ward office has not been giving
them permission to repair their
homes as these come under the
coastal regulations zone. “How
can the builder then flout the
rules and claim that he has the
permission?” asked the residents.

The coastline near Chimbai
Road is dotted with illegal
constructions which are creating
a lot of problems for the
residents. The presence of anti-
social elements and selling of
illicit liquor are just a few of the
problems along the coastline. A

7 i 3 : S

The site for an illegal building,
the construction of which was
thwarted by alert residents and
the authorities

broken storm-water drain is
used by the urchins for bathing.

Having lived with such
problems for long and with the
authorities turning a blind eye to
the situation, the residents have
realised it's time they took the
initiative themselves. Since they
cannot do anything about the
illegal hutments which already
existed, they have decided not
to allow any new constructions
take place in the area.




ON "thls'waterfront there is certainly no Marlon Brando, but the people
of Bandra Bandstand certainly have their own heroes.

It is to the credit of these heroes who set about saving a coastline
that had been endangered by indiscriminate dumping. The movement
‘took off with the Mohalla committee, whuch was formed in 1993, when

Citizens msplre Bandra iuce-‘ll t

2 Invested into the project. |

The construction started in May 1999 Exactly one year later May
2000 saw the Naval Police Band inaugurate the promenade at band-
stand. Then came the Art fair an November 27, 2000, This was fol-
lowed by a party for the under-privileged children in December 2000.
An interactive play to highlight the problems of the common man was
held next on the May 6 2001

a group of people started taking
‘an interest in civic problems. They
formed the Bandra Bandstand

Residents Association in 1996,

which was later converted to a
trust in 2000.

The blatant dumping of rubbish
along their precious coastline out-
raged the sensibilities of the local
residents who had earlier fought it
out in the court and got 1,500

" trucks of debris removed from the |....
area facing the Bandstand Fort.

Once this was done the group

moved ahead to try and reclaim
whatever was left of the coastline.

The idea was to prevent it from en-
- croachments, particularly those
‘that had come up in the area
around the Searock hotel.

The citizens had already con- ,

ceived of a promenade, prepared a plan and worked W|th architect PK
Das, who designed and implemented it. Plans were approved by the
BMC, MSRDC, collector, and other concerned bodies. The funds were
provided by ShabanaAzmi, MP, Rajya Sabha, under the MPLAD scheme
. for the. mfrastructure But seeing the manner in which the work was
proceedmg and the effort being poured by the Iocals, more money was

¢

P A L A n -

The variety of events held atthe
promenade has brought the citi-
zens closer to each other and
there is a growing sense of ca-
maraderie among all those who
come here. They voluntarily stop
| people from creating nuisance,
{ throwing rubbish as they have
developed a sense of ownership.

The promenade is now almost
complete, and a 1.6 km stretch of
reclaimed land, from Bandstand
| to St.Andrews Church corner, has
been saved from certain disaster.
Encroachment and other such
nuisances would have certainly
destroyed the entire already en-
'dangered coastiine.
~ “The people have developed a
»‘good trust and funds are slowly

: ; trickling in.”. The association and
locals are appeallng to every flat-owner in Bandstand to pay Rs 20 per
month. Apart from this certain'sponsors have taken a keen interest
and have contributed towards the development of gardens and other
features. '

If this example is emulated, @ number of publlc spaces will be re-
claimed by the people, for the people

P WSS




| By Gunwanthi Balaram

MUMBAl. “In a city gasping for
breath, it is quite dreadful,” ob-
sé‘rves British architect and ‘Bom-
y boy’ Pierre d’Avoine, “that
umbal s greatest open spaces, its
Wa'terfronts, are being so vandalised
lat its people can derive little ben-
gfit from them.” Treated as dump-
ing grounds for debris, garbage and
sewage, or as free sites for en-
groachment, several of Mumbai’s
waterfronts are actually shunned
by its residents. So, it is heartening
1o find some citizens’ groups and
architects launching joint initiatives
tgnurse their bit of waterfront back
fo life—as in Bandra, for instance.
=, Walk along the Bandra water-
front now, and you will find that the
dramatic black rocks along the old
Band Stand are rising from the de-
bris, as it were, as are the mangroves
off.Carter Road. What’s more, a
new promenade is being construct-
ed along these contours of seafront
8o:people can take a brisk walk and
get a breath of fresh air.

* The Bandra project, on which
work started a couple of months
agb is part of architect and housing
activist PK. Das’ masterplan for the
restoration of the city’s waterfront.
Drawn up over two years ago, the
masterplan looks at the phased re-
juvenation of three types of water-
front areas—public spaces like
beaches and waterfront prome-
nades; native settlements like fish-
ing villages; and s%lde heritage
orli, Mahim,

'

precincts like the
Bandra and Vasai fol

mds of chane swee across Mu

l CITIZENS’ WALK. The Iamkmped promenade at Bandm Band Stand, mastel\-p

wnll involve citizens’ participation in its execution and maintenance

To begin with, he is sensibly tack-
ling public spaces. These include 14
independent schemes estimated to
cost about Rs 1 crore each to exe-
cute. Committed to the rules of the
coastal regulation zone, the archi-
tect is anti-reclamation and be-
lieves instead that “it is important
to stop the abuse of our existing wa-
terfronts and work within the exist-
ing realities to progressively restore
and preserve their natural beauty”.

His restoration projects envisage
the creation of Iandscapad walkway
, edestrianisation, seating, lighting,
security, dramage, planting of suit-
able trees and shrubs and the instal-
lation of plaques on the his of
the waterfrontlne:ghbourhood
“Above all, they involve citizens’
pamclpatlon in execution and
maintenance.”

The Bandra scheme is being exe-
cuted under the supervision of a
team of local residents’ associations
with an initial grant from Rajya
Sabha MP and actress Shabana
Azmi. She has donated Rs one
crore from her MP’s constituency
development fund to the Bandra-
Juhu waterfront development pro-
gramme—Rs 30 lakhs each for
Carter Road and Band Stand and
Rs 40 lakhs for Juhu.

“We will mobilise donations to
carry on the upgradation work, and
collect a small monthly mainte-
nance fee from our 1,200 members
Lo maintain the promenade. There
will be no entry fee and everybody
it welcome to use the promenade,”
£ay Arup Sarbhadikary and Ka-

mala Soni of the Bandra Band
Stand Residents’ Association. “Im-
pressed by the work so far, new
sponsors are coming forward,”
adds a Carter Road resident.

“I’'m thrilled, my faith in the abili-
ties of the local citizens’ groups and
the architect of the scheme has
been vindicated,” says Shabana
Azmi. “Such localised initiatives
are the best alternative to large
grandiose plans which move away
from citizens rather than draw
them in. They also cut across class
barriers,” maintains the MP, adding
that she intends to continue to sup-
port them in every way she can.

Work on the Juhu project will

pmmence next month, according
to Ms Azmi. It envisages sprucing
up the beach as well as the ‘influ-
ence areas’, i.e. the Juhu-Tara Road
and the seven axis roads leading to
the beach, and creating a plaza
around the Shivaji statue with
proper sanitation facilities for both
hawkers and visitors.

Several agencies, including the
traffic police, the taximen’s and
hawkers’ unions, residents’ groups
and the National Airport Authority
have been consulted on the issue
and have agreed to cooperate in the
Rs 2.4 crore project,adds Mr Das.
The plans for the Dadar-Prabhade-
vi waterfront have also been
cleared by the BMC,and the archi-
tect and local citizens’ groups are
discussing how best to implement
the programme. “Hopefully, it will
{a)ll come together. It’s hard work,

ut very rewarding,” he says.
Ty 2 ! B
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A commumty effort scripts a success story

THE development of the sea-
front at Carter Road and Bandra
Bandstand has won international
recognition, with the receipt of this
year’s award instituted by the Wash-
ington-based Waterfront Centre for

" Waterfront Deyelopment Projects.
Selected among entries from all
over the world, the award recognises
the efforts of an entire community
to ‘retrieve its wau.rfront for the
public’.

A few years ago, the 4.5-km
stretch of the Bandra seafront was
little more than a dumping ground,
sewage disposal area and thickly
peopled by encroachers. It was P K
Das, an architect by profession and
also among the architects of the
save-the-waterfront scheme, who
took up the cause of the depleting
open spaces in Mumbai and con-
ducted an extensive study of Mum-
bai’s waterfronts. Soon, the Bandra
West  Residents’ ~ Association
(BWRA), the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Trust (BBRT), P K Das &
Associates and Member of Parlia-
ment Shabana Azmi came together
to save the Bandra seafront. What

Bandra Bandstand after the redevelopment work

followed is a classic success story of
citizens’ civic efforts.

“We felt we needed to do some-
thing to protect our water-fronts,”
says Darryl D’Monte, president of
BWRA and noted environmental
activist. “So we got together and
forged a partnership.” Das handled
the architectural inputs, Shabana

Azmi contributed nearly Rs 1 crore
from her MP’s (local area develop-
ment) funds and the residents took

‘up the cause as one they all held

dear.

That was perhaps when the mis-
sion’s success was assured — For the
first time, different organisations
pitched in together. The govern-

ment in the shape of the MHADA |

~and the private citizens’ forums
- worked in co-ordination to restore

the picturesque coastlime at Band-
stand and Carter Road. The results
of the redevelopment efforts are in
plain sight — palm trees, amphithe-
atres, a children’s park, an art court.

Having re-designed the facade,
there was still the question of main-
tenance. That’s where Harsh Mari-
walla -of Marico Industries con-
tributed his bit. Marico Industries
has so far spent almost Rs 25 lakh
towards the beautification drive and
planted more than 30 species of
palm trees. That’s where the name
Palm Promenade at Carter Road
comes from. Another corporate, US
Vitamins, contributes to the main-
tenance of Bandstand.

The seafront has gradually
grown into a buzzing cultural centre,
where concerts, yoga and tai-chi ses-
sions and plays are held. “There’s a
play every Friday, and in January
2003 we will be organising a major
concert and a carnival too,” says
D’Monte.

— UJJAYINI DAS
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The judges and the IHS were
appreciative of the navy’s effort:

WINNERS ALL: (Clockwise from fop) The Naval Dockyard, Guishan Mahal, Bandra
Bandstand promenade and the Corporation Hall which bagged the IHS Awards for 2001.

church was built, interestingly, to - = keep the ensemble of 19th-ce
as “a chapel of ease” to the pitched in with half its cost) and the church “When the space was given to us, it was tures within the Naval Dockyar
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iral, the local English populace suc- paper-making by hand, won the award for there were termites in the wood and that it those who haven’t gone on it m
!zpetitioned Henry Arthur Douglas, putting an old space to adaptive re-use. The would have to be stripped. And what  architect Harshad Bhatia and a
shop of Bombay, in 1875 for a chapel ~ shop, located in a colonial Fort building, has emerged was this amazing Burma teak Garware of the IHS recommenc
labar Hill. In 1880, the government a vast wooden floor and spartan white walls  floor;” said a chuffed Ms Premchand. “We you a peek into the magnifice
d a site for the shrine (and also adorned with ethereal paper artifacts. == =also learned that it was an East India Co history of Mumbai.
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Proud achievement: The Bandra Bandstand ‘Back to Nature’

promenade 6U N M I .D D A\/

SKIMMY GUPTA

FTER creating a promenade

that is envied for its success in

beating the odds, the sea, the
establishment and apathy, the
Bandra Bandstand Residents Trust
(BBRT) is moving into phase two of
its ‘Back to Nature’ project.

And the members are celebrating
the event with a play. Whose
Mumbai is it anyway? will be staged
at Bandra Bandstand's ‘Back to
Nature’ promenade today at 6.15
pm. Admission is free and the motive
singular — to increase awareness for
the project.

PIC. VIJAYANAND GUPTA
ih AA Y 200
The movers behind
the Bandstand
promenade
beautification
switch to next gear
with a play
BBRT succeeded in securing the
seafront against degradation. Now it

intends to continuously beautify it by
bringing about a change in local

‘Play’ing up the
de success

lifestyles in the direction of reducing,
reusing and recycling. The members
perceive this as the only way to pre-
serve the earth’s resources in the
interest of the coming generations.
The eventual goal is to make the area

a zero-garbage zone.
Dr Radhika Ramasubban,
trustee, BBRT told MID-DAY,

“There is round-the-clock security
around this promenade to curb nui-
sance. Cleanliness is ensured by our
cleaners who work in shifts.”

The play troupe, Clean Air
Island, is An non-government organi-
sation (NGO) that has been active
K{artners with the Brihanmumbai

unicipal Corporation and other
NGOs currently engaged in the
ongoing zero-garbage pilot project in
the Colaba area. They have per-
formed over 100 shows of the play all
over Mumbai in the last several
months — at various companies dur- -
ing lunch hour, at residential
complexes, schools, colleges and as
dinner and lunch theatre at hotels.

The ‘Return to Nature’ prome-
nade is the culmination of a five-year
struggle by the citizens of Bandstand |
to reclaim this beautiful Mumbai '
waterfront. Almost lost to mindless
landfill operations, land grab
attempts and wilful degradation, it is
today one of the most imaginatively
restored public spaces in the city.

The design for the promenade
was developed and implemented by
architect P K Das, aided by a gener-
ous grant by Shabana Azmi from her
MP fund, for the improvement of the
waterfront.

The ongoing struggle now is to
sustain what has been achieved —
freedom from noise and dirt pollu-
tion and encroachments, and from
threats to law and order by the activ-
ities of food shops, vendors and !
anti-social elements. :




8 l Wednesday ¢ January 9, 2002 www.chalomumbai.com Mid-Day

news ‘

Carter Road gets a touch of class

The seafront aca o < T o o
Bandra is being | MG ot | ” |
given a complete
makeover

Aquin George
aquin@middaymetro.com

COME Sunday evening, Carter
Road is the place to be. This sea-
front at Bandra, which is one of
Mumbai’s most picturesque, is
being given a complete makeover,
thanks to the initiative of the
Bandra West Residents Association
(BWRA), the Rs 1 crore con-
tributed by Shabana Azmi from the
MP’s Local Area Development
Fund, and sponsorship by Marico
Industries.

The new look — including a

‘promenade a la Bandstand, a chil- ﬁmb OFF:
dren’s park, a dog park, and a e e
small amphitheatre — will be m wnade‘Road
zp;ruced up %)r a two-hour jam- was nbt made
ree on Siinday. .

Jjust for walking




Art by the bay

A two-day art fair is being held at Bandra Bandstand this week.
Anil Thomas finds out what it’s all about

verything is attainable if one fol-

lows his gut feeling and is driv-

en by the endeavour to excel.
This is what the Bandra Bandstand

Residents Trust has proved to one and
all. ‘

The trust is organising a two-day art
fair, the first of its kind, on November
24 and 25 at the Art Course in the
newly developed 'Back to nature'
promenade along B J Road at
Bandstand, Bandra.

The project commenced about a year
ago with the main objectives of restor-
ing the beauty of one of the old water-
fronts of the city, and protecting the
coastline from erosion caused by indis-
criminate dumping of earth and rubble.

This whole project was planned was to
prevent encroachers and hawkers, and
to create a safe place for walking and
relaxing, especially for senior citizens
and children.

Rekha Rao, a member of the trust,

says, “The project is unique because it
is not another of the routine govern-
ment projects. Rather, it is a collabora-
tion between local citizens who have

got together to form the Bandstand
Residents Trust.”

Many people have contributed to this
cause immensely. Shabana Azmi, MP
and actress, has provided funds for the
infrastructure through the MP's Local
Area Development (MPLAD) scheme
and the Government. Architect P K Das
has drawn up the plan for the water-
front and is the cementing force
between all these groups.

“We have felt that the shoreline was
being neglected and we thought some-
thing had to be done before this won-
derful place went to the dogs,” said a
resident, who has been staying there
for the past 40 years.

The Art Fair will have sculptures,
ceramics and metal crafts from stu-
dents of the Sir J J School of Art and
youngsters who would be given an
opportunity to showcase their talent.
The stage has been perfectly set to
enjoy art in a perfect ambience and will
attract a wider audience.

In future, the trust plans to have a
carol-singing session during the
Christmas season. Some years ago,
groups used to come every Sunday
and play some soothing music. But
that stopped after a while.

Such activities can now be restored,
thanks to this trust.

anilthomas@mid-day.com

PAINTED GLORY: The Back to Nature promenade at Bandra Bandstand. Pic by
Prashant Nakwe
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Excellence on the Waterfront

WATERFRONT (CENTER
ANNUAL AWARD
HONOR AWARD

“Clearwater Citizens Award”

Bandra Band-stand & Carter Road

Wa,tmfront @eve[@}oment

Bandra West Residents Association
Mumbai, India

for a quality waterfront project selected in a

Juried competition ﬂ

November 15, 2002
Larry Beasley
Chair, Waterfront Center Jury



Indira Munshi & PK. Das




Community Participation & Governance
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